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REPORT
CENTRE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL STUDIES
PROFESS ONAL SEMINAR SERIES

(TALK BY JIJITHOMSON IAS)
Event: Professional seminar series"” Role of Administration in Democracy”

Speaker: Jiji Thomson IAS

Date: 24/11/2023

Venue: SeminarHall

Introduction:

Jiji Thomson IAS delivered an informative discussion on the "Role of Administration in
Democracy" attheCentreforConstitutional Studies.OnNovember24,2023,theevent took place at
Seminar Hall. Jiji Thomson, a respected member of the Indian Administrative Service, offered his
perspectives on the critical relationship between democracy and the constitutional framework.
Key Points:

JijiThomsonemphasi zedthatdemocracyservesasthecornerstoneoftheconstitutionalera.He
highlighted how the Constitution of Indiareflects the aspirations of a democratic society,
enshrining principles of Equality, Justice, and Liberty. The speaker underscored that the
Democratic spirit permeates every aspect of constitutional governance. The speaker delved into
the challenges faced by democracies in the contemporary world. He discussed issues such as
populism, the impact of technology on democratic processes, and the need for constant
adaptationtonewsoci o-political dynamics.Jiji Thomsonencouragedtheaudi encetocritically evaluate
the evolving nature of democracy and its compatibility with constitutional principles. Drawing
from his extensive experience in the civil services, Jiji Thomson shed light on the pivotal role of
bureaucracy in upholding democratic values. He elucidated how a robust

Bureaucracy ensures the implementation of constitutional mandates, safeguards individual rights
and contributes to the overall health of democratic institutions. The talk extended beyond the

Indian context, with Jiji Thomson providing insights into global perspectives on democracy. He



Explored case studiesfrom differentcountries,illustratingthediversewaysdemocraci esadaptto | ocal

contexts while upholding universal principles.

Interactive Session:

TheeventfeaturedanengagingQ& A session,all owingtheaudi ence(studentsof5th
semester BBA and B.com L L.B) to interact with Jiji Thomson. Participants raised
thought-provoking questions on topics ranging from electoral reformsto the role of
medi ai nshapi ngdemocrati cdiscourse. Theinteractivesessi onenri chedthedi al ogueand
provided a platform for diverse viewpoints.

Conclusion:

Inconclusion,Jiji Thomsonl A Sdeliveredathought-provokingandinsi ghtful tal konthe Rol e of
Democracy in the Constitutional Era" The event, organized by the Centre for Constitutional
Studies, not only deepened the audience's understanding of the intrinsic connection between
democracy and the constitutional framework but also encouraged critical thinking about the
challenges and opportunities facing democracies today. Thetalk significantly contributed to the
ongoing discourse on constitutional governance and democratic principles. The Centre for
Consgtitutional Studies deserves commendation for facilitating such an intellectually stimulating
event.Jiji Thomson'sexperti seaddedval uabl eperspectivestotheunderstandingofthecompl ex

interplay between democracy and constitutionalism.
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